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41st Annual Alumni Dinner

and 
Hall of Fame Induction

Friday, November 18, 2022
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Invocation
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Doc D’Ambola Tribute
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Bert Tobia ’63
Hall of Fame 1993

and 
Dora Hillyer

Congratulations 2022 Inductees and Honorees!

Hall of Fame
Robert Dent ’62 • Joe Bakes ’67

Phil Federico ’68 • Brian Smith ’72
Bill Morris ’75 • Ron Spagnuolo ’75
Damon Saxon ’97 • Bill Battershall

1972 Varsity Wrestling

Honored 
 Journalism Alumni

Albert P. Tobia EA
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Essex Catholic High School Foundation, Inc.

To My Fellow Essex Catholic Alumni, Faculty and Friends;

The Essex Catholic High School Foundation is very pleased 
to present the 41st Annual Alumni Dinner and Hall of Fame 
Induction.
     We have been busy and active in 2022, committed to the 
Foundation’s ongoing mission: “Providing alumni, faculty 
and friends with opportunities to gather, reminisce and 
reconnect; and providing scholarships to the descendants of 
Essex Catholic graduates.” 
     Our Board of Trustees and Committees continue to 
meet regularly, through Zoom meetings. Our website, 
www.essexcatholiceagles.com, augmented by Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn social media postings as well as 
frequent email campaigns, is providing greatly improved 
access and communications for our alumni to keep abreast of events and stay connected. We 
continue to fund and grant scholarships to the descendants of Essex Catholic alumni following 
the successful inauguration of our Century Club in 2021 (see pages 7 and 9), awarding $31,000 
in scholarships over the course of two years. We continued to support the former students of 
Cristo Rey Newark enrolled at Montclair Immaculate High School. We held a well-attended 
Eagle Open in May (page 47), as well as an All-Classes Reunion at McGovern’s and a 
summer luncheon at the Cloverleaf Tavern. We’ll return to the Cloverleaf on Dec. 9 for our 
annual Christmas luncheon.
     I want to thank the members of the Board, the Officers and the Committees for their time, 
commitment and hard work.
     Congratulations to this year’s inductees, honorees and scholarship recipients. Stay safe and 
healthy, and stay involved. 
 

      Keith Krauss
     Keith Krauss ’71
              Chairman and President 
                                           Essex Catholic High School Foundation, Inc.
     Hall of Fame 2013
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Roger J. Desiderio ‘67

Bendit Weinstock, P.A.    

Counsellors at Law    

80 Main Street    
West Orange, NJ 07052    
973-736-9800    
www.benditweinstock.com

Congratulations to

Essex Catholic High School

Hall of Fame Inductees

Hall of Fame 2006
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Roger J. Desiderio ‘67

Bendit Weinstock, P.A.    

Counsellors at Law    

80 Main Street    
West Orange, NJ 07052    
973-736-9800    
www.benditweinstock.com

Congratulations to

Essex Catholic High School

Hall of Fame Inductees

Hall of Fame 2006

Essex Catholic High School Foundation, Inc.
2 Stewart Place

Fairfield, NJ 07004
www.essexcatholiceagles.com

To Our Alumni and the Greater Essex Catholic Community;

As you know, an important part of the Foundation’s mission is to award scholarships to the descendants of Essex 
Catholic High School graduates.
     In 2020, the Board of Trustees authorized creation of the Century Club, the intent of which is to have 100 Essex 
Catholic alumni donate a minimum of $100 per year exclusively for scholarships, with the goal of raising at least 
$10,000 annually. All Board of Trustee members committed to this goal and signed on as Century Club members. 
     The first two years of this program have been successful, and it is with great satisfaction that the Foundation 
awarded five scholarships in 2021, and five in 2022 to the following students:
      • Olivia Wolfe, granddaughter of Michael Shannon ’64: $3,500, 
    Henry Prata Memorial Scholarship, to The University of Wisconsin-Madison.
 • Thomas Kelley, grandson of Christopher Healy ’66: $3,000, to Seton Hall Prep.
 • Soren Torlucci, son of Ronald Torlucci ’80: $3,000 to Pope John XXIII Regional H.S.
 • Claire D’Andrea, granddaughter of Louis D’Andrea ’67: $3,000 to Elon University.
 • Gabriella Minichiello, granddaughter of Ronald Dellanno ’69: $3,000, to 
 Immaculate Heart Academy.
     The total amount of scholarships awarded thus far, $31,000 over the course of two years, would not have been 
possible without the generosity of those who supported our Century Club. This generosity has put meaning and 
substance into the Scholarship Fund, and we look forward to ongoing support of a minimum $100 per year, 
which will continue to allow us to award meaningful scholarships on behalf of our beloved school.
     The Board of Trustees recognizes the names of Century Club members in appreciation for their donations on 
our website, at www.essexcatholiceagles.com/scholarships, and in this Alumni Dinner Journal, on p. 9. If you’re 
not already participating, we ask that you consider committing to this project. If you haven’t renewed your 
committment, please do so as soon as possible. 
     All donations are tax-deductible, as the Foundation is a 501(c3) entity. 
     There are few endeavors more meaningful than helping to educate a student. Please send your donation 
checks, payable to “Essex Catholic High School Foundation Inc.,” to:
      Bill Vantuono ’77
      Treasurer, Essex Catholic High School Foundation Inc.
      36 George Street
      Red Bank, NJ 07701
Please be sure to designate your check as “Scholarship Fund.” The donation will be used exclusively for scholar-
ships. Alternatively, you can donate through the website at https://essexcatholiceagles.com/donations/. Be sure 
to send a separate email to Bill Vantuono at wvantuono@sbpub.com to notify us that you’ve contributed to the 
Century Club.

 Sincerely,

 Roger Desiderio
 ROGER J. DESIDERIO ’67
 Scholarship Chairman
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CONGRATULATIONS!
2022 Essex Catholic 

Hall of Fame Inductees

Honored

Way to go, classmate Joe!
The spotlight is on, golf buddy Ron!

Joseph M. Fowlkes Jr.
Essex Catholic High School Class of 1967

Hall of Fame, 1998
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Century Club Scholarship Fund

$24,850
As of Nov. 1, 2022

2022: $11,450
2021: $13,400

MEMBERSMEMBERS

$10,000 Annual Goal



MidRail is proud to support the 
Essex Catholic High School Foundation 

and the work you do providing 
scholarships to deserving students

MidRail is a freight rail operating company focused on originating, acquiring, consolidating and developing 
integrated rail assets and operations across North America. MidRail intends to acquire and operate private 

industrial rail operations and outsourcing opportunities, short lines, Class I spin-offs, independent rail facili-
ties and operators, select rail technology businesses and logistics and transportation services companies. We 

are seeking to deploy a minimum of $1 billion of capital over the next two to three years in freight rail and 
logistics and transportation businesses. As an operating company, we have the permanent capital to make 
things happen in the smaller, undercapitalized and underfollowed segments. We seek out management and 
companies that have been overlooked by others. The company was founded by Gilbert H. Lamphere along 

with a team of railroad operating executives with more than 200 years of combined rail experience.

Gilbert H. Lamphere, Founder and Chairman
www.midrail.com
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Congratulations 
to our 

2022 
Hall of Fame Inductees, 

Honorees 
and 

Scholarship Recipients

Essex Catholic High School  
Foundation, Inc.
Board of Trustees

Akbar Cook ’94 • Dave Brown ’75

• Jack Decker ’71 • Roger Desiderio ’67

Keith Krauss ’71 • Sean McGovern ’84 

Mike Shannon ’64 • Greg Stewart ’71 

Bert Tobia ’63 • Bill Vantuono ’77
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Robert A. Dent ’62

Bob Dent ’62 was instilled with the values taught 
at Essex Catholic: pursuit of excellence, develop 
your God given skills and give back at least as 
much as you take. After graduation in 1962, he 
pursued an engineering degree at Stevens Institute 

of Technology, earning a Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.) in 1966. 
He further pursued degrees at Pratt Institute and Polytechnic In-
stitute of New York. Bob received an M.S. in Computer Science 
in 1976 from Pratt Institute, and an M.S. in Electrical Engineer-
ing in 1983 and an M.S. in Management in 1987 from P.I.N.Y. 
When he received the M.S.M., he was awarded the Wall Street 
Journal Student Achievement Award.  
   Bob is presently retired. He worked for 41 years in technical/
management positions in the electric utility industry. After grad-

uation from Stevens, he worked at 
the United Illuminating Company in 
New Haven, Conn. as an Assistant 
Engineer in the Relay Protection 
Group until 1969. He then moved 
to New York City and was em-
ployed at Gibbs & Hill, Inc.. He 
progressed from Assistant Engineer 
to Engineer, working on analytical 
studies and construction projects 
until 1977. Next, he worked at the 

Power Authority of New York (a public-owned electric utility 
with headquarters in NYC/White Plains). He progressed from 
Engineer to Director, Electric System Studies. He left in 2002 for 
the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) where 
he served as the Executive Director, Power Engineering Society 
(PES) until his retirement in 2007.
   Bob has volunteered much of his time over the past decades. 
As an IEEE volunteer, he has more than 45 years of service. This 
includes many years for the IEEE New York Section, including 
Chairman (1989-90), and as Chairman (1983-84) of the PES/IAS 
Chapter of the New York Section. He then joined the Executive 
Board of the PES as Publications Chairman, progressing to the 
presidency (1996-97) of the IEEE Society. PES is presently the 
second-largest Society within IEEE. He has also served on the 
IEEE Board of Directors as Division VII Director (1992-93) and 
Vice President of Technical Activities (2000).
   Bob has also been active in the IEEE Society on Social Im-
plications of Technology (SSIT). After years on the Board of 
Governors, he was elected President to serve in the 2019-20 term. 
Other assignments have included Chairman of the PES History 
Committee, Chairman of the IEEE History Committee, voting 
Member-at-Large of the IEEE Technology and Engineering Man-
agement Society, and many others.
   Bob has been volunteering at his hometown public television 
station since 2010. He served on the ECHS Alumni Dinner 
Committee until 2002. Other volunteer activities include the 
SUNY New Paltz Engineering Advisory Committee, Engineering 
Committee of the Parker Imperial Condominium and Cristo Rey 
Work Study Committee. He is a Member of Eta Kappa Nu, the 
IEEE Honor Society. 
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A True Essex Man 

From The Hudson County ’67 Group 
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Joseph P. Bakes ’67

Everyone on the ECHS Foundation Events Com-
mittee has personally observed Joe Bakes ’67’s 
strongest qualification for entry into the Hall of 
Fame: his long-standing and enduring devotion to 
Essex Catholic, its history and its values.  

   Highlights of Joe’s involvement include being an Events 
Committee member for more than 15 years and a co-organizer 
of the Class of ’67 50th anniversary reunion in 2017. But what 
he does is much more than highlights. There has rarely been an 
Essex event where Joe was not working. He doesn’t golf but was 
at the welcome desk at the Eagle Open in May. Joe can usually be 
seen selling 50/50 tickets at the Alumni Dinner and was selling 
the same tickets for the tricky tray at the golf outing. He buys the 
boutonnieres and flowers for the Alumni Dinner. He is a journal-
ist and finds news about Essex grads. His lifetime of writing and 
editing made him a perfect fit for the team that proofreads Con-
stant Contact emails the day before they go out. He appreciates 
deadlines and is always fast to help.
   At 300 Broadway, Joe sowed the seeds for his future presti-
gious career in journalism. He was Sports Editor of The Eagle, 
the winner of Best Sports Column of 1967 from the Scholastic 
Press Association of New Jersey, and co-author of the Newark 

300 book. Joe was also a member of 
the Social Science Federation and 
Drama Club.
   At Seton Hall University, Joe 
was Sports Editor of The Setonian 
for two years and then Co-Editor-
in-Chief. He was a student senator 
and recording secretary of the 
student senate, basketball analyst 
for WSOU-FM, statistician for club 
football, and was student represen-

tative on the selection committee for basketball coach. All of this 
resulted in his selection for Who’s Who in American Colleges and 
Universities.
   Upon graduation, Joe began his distinguished 40-year career 
in New Jersey newspapers as reporter and editor. He goes back 
to the days when he could get “scoops” by scanning teletypes 
machines in in police stations. He started out with Worrall Publi-
cations at the News Record of Maplewood and South Orange and 
as Managing Editor of the Orange Transcript. At the Elizabeth 
Daily Journal, Joe was a City Hall and police reporter and Assis-
tant City Editor, and winner of Best Spot News Story of 1974 of 
the North Jersey Press Association. 
   Later, Joe was at the Courier News, Bridgewater, as Night 
Editor, Features Editor, Day News Editor and Editorial Page 
Editor. He was runner-up for Best Editorial of 1984 of the New 
Jersey Press Association. Next came 24 years at The Star-Ledger, 
beginning as a reporter and finishing on the features staff as As-
sistant Features Editor. During this time, the features section was 
selected as best in the nation by the Scripps-Howard Awards. Joe 
concluded his journalism career as a copy editor for The Times of 
Trenton.
   In addition to being in the business, Joe was an instructor in 
journalism at Seton Hall, Montclair State and Kean Universities 
for more than 10 years.
   As recognition by his fellow journalists, Joe served as Presi-
dent of the New Jersey Chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists. When he wasn’t writing or editing, Joe managed to 
find enough time to serve as a volunteer and 4-H club leader with 
the Somerset County 4-H Association for more than 25 years. In 
recognition, he was honored by a term as its President.



Congratulations!

Joan and Paul Barnas
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Joe Bakes, The Legend
Congratulations 

on this 
well-deserved 
honor, Dad! 

You have always 
been our 

Clark Kent. 
We’re glad to see 

others agree.
We’re with you in 

spirit tonight.

All our love 
and admiration!
Elizabeth, Jason, 
Declan, Ronan 
and Kiernan
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Coach Phil Federico 

 

 

 

With pride and thankfulness, we congratulate you 
on an honor well deserved!  

It has been said that a good coach can change a 
game, but a great coach can change lives.  

No truer words were ever spoken!! 

The lessons and the dedication given to your guys, 
were, and continue to be, an inspiration! You are 

TRULY ONE OF A KIND!!!! 

Not only were you a coach, but you turned into a 
friend to so many of your wrestlers!  

Those memories, connections and friendships will 
last forever!   

We are so blessed to have you in our lives and to 
learn from your direction and inspiration! We love 
our “reunion get togethers” and time with just the 

four of us as well!  

We are so proud of you and all of your MANY 
accomplishments! We can’t wait to see you again!  

Stan and Laura 

 

Vin Viola ’79 

Stan Sarentin
o ’79 

Mike Pilio
ne ’80 

     
     

     
 Glenn Nich

olls 
’78 

 

Rich
 Tim

m ’7
9 

Ron Nich
olls 

’79 

Mark 
Fe

inberg 
’79 
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Philip M. Federico ’68

Phil Federico ’68 was a highly ranked wrestler at 
Essex Catholic, and received many honors. He 
was also a star wrestler at Seton Hall Univer-
sity, and went on to a much-praised career as a 
teacher and coach at Clifton High School before 

moving to South Jersey, where he enjoyed a long career 

as a teacher and head wrestling 
coach at Pinelands Regional 
High School, building one of the 
strongest wrestling programs in 
the state.   
   Phil has been retired for several 
years and lives with his wife Mary 
of 45 years in Barnegat, N.J., close 

to his daughter Kelli, husband Jamie and his two wonderful 
grandchildren, Matthew and Nathan. He enjoys teaching and 
watching them play baseball and shares his passion for hunt-
ing and fishing with them. 
   Phil has had an enormous impact on his students over many 
years, a number of whom have traveled from all over the 
country to express their thanks for the life lessons he taught 
them and for his endless warmth and caring. 
   Among these former students are Jon Blum, Pinelands 
Regional ’87, founder and co-owner of FORCE Concepts, a 
provider of instructional design and training solutions for law 
enforcement and other public safety professionals. The com-
pany’s evidenced-based law enforcement curricula has been 
adopted in 28 states and 450-plus agencies across the United 
States and Canada, reaching hundreds of thousands of public 
safety professionals. 
   Phil coached Jon at Pinelands Regional from 1983-1987. 
“Coach Fed was far more than a wrestling coach,” he says. 
“He was a mentor, counselor, quasi-parent, big brother and 
role model. Life lessons learned from Coach Fed are numer-
ous and timeless. He taught me how to commit to something 
greater than myself while remaining accountable in both 
deed and word. Coach Fed taught me how to lead by example 
with integrity and be a team player in a sport that emphasiz-
es individual talent. These and other core life lessons taught 
by Coach Fed carried over into my 30-year career in law 
enforcement, as a business owner and as a parent. Make no 
mistake, Coach Fed’s legacy will live on in places and people 
long after he and I leave this life for the next.”
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SUCCESS!

The Class of 1972 Reunion Committee is 
pleased to present to the

 Essex Foundation 
$2500

from the proceeds of our September 
23-24 Reunion

Paying it forward to future students!
www.echs1972.org
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Brian M. Smith ’72

Brian Smith ’72 grew up in Belleville, attending 
Essex Catholic for all four of his high school 
years. While at Essex, Brian began his fencing 
career, learning swordsmanship under the tutelage 
of “Doc” D’Ambola, who coached Essex to a 

decade’s worth of state championships. Brian fenced saber, the 
traditional cavalry weapon, and during his senior year was on the 
starting saber team of Essex Catholic’s 1972 State Championship 
team. To win the championship, all three weapons must success-
fully compete (foil, epee and saber), and without Brian’s winning 
contributions, Essex Catholic’s championship would have been in 
doubt. In his senior year, Brian also became the 1972 Individual 
State Saber Champion. Because of these accomplishments Brian 
was named to the New Jersey All State Fencing Team. At Essex, 
Brian also competed on the lacrosse team, playing the defense 
center position, providing considerable leadership to the team and 

fostering team cohesion.  
   Following his tenure at Essex, 
Brian matriculated at Columbia Col-
lege, Columbia University in New 
York City, where he was a pre-medi-
cal student. At Columbia, Brian con-
tinued to fence saber, winning All 
Ivy honors in his junior and senior 
years. In 1976 during his senior year, 
Brian gained All American honors 
by winning the NCAA Saber cham-

pionship. In addition to his athletic endeavors and accomplish-
ments during college, Brian was a residence floor counselor in his 
junior year on a co-ed dormitory floor, where his duties included 
conflict resolution among his charges and organizing events to 
foster comradery. His abilities as a floor counselor (dealing with 
one of the first co-ed dormitory floors at Columbia College at 
that time) were recognized, and in his senior year he became a 
Residence Hall Advisor, where he supervised floor counselors for 
an entire dormitory building.
   During his tenure at Columbia, Brian never neglected his stud-
ies, and as one might imagine at an Ivy League college main-
taining excellent grades in a pre-med program while competing 
successfully at the national level is no easy task. After graduation, 
Brian matriculated at The University of Pennsylvania, where he 
obtained his Doctorate of Dental Medicine (DMD) degree. With 
that dental degree in hand, Brian felt obliged to serve his country 
and joined the United States Navy, eventually rising to the rank 
of Lieutenant Commander (active/reserve). Upon discharge from 
the Navy, Brian obtained further training in Oral and Maxillofa-
cial surgery, and over the past decades has chaired the Depart-
ment of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Temple University 
School of Dental Medicine and Temple University Hospital, and 
has been Division Head at Cooper University Hospital for Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery.
   Brian’s accomplishments at Essex Catholic, his athletic and 
leadership accomplishments at Columbia University and his 
distinguished career as a surgeon all speak to his qualifications to 
be named to the Essex Catholic High School Hall of Fame. There 
are few who could serve as a better exemplar of what an Essex 
Catholic education meant to scores of young men. 
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MOVING PEOPLE SMARTLY

VALET PARKING
SPECIAL EVENTS

WEDDINGS
EMPLOYEE SHUTTLE

35 E. Willow Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

973.376.4352  | countryclubservicesinc.com

First we listen to your expectations and every detail that 
is important to you. Only then do we create a customized 
plan designed specifically to meet your needs. After 
40 years, Country Club Services continues to deliver the 
finest integrated transportation and parking management 
solutions to your guests, your fans, and your employees.

JOE HUGHES ’67
Congratulations Joe Bakes 

from all of us at Country Club Services!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Hall of Fame 1983

MIKE SHANNON ’64MIKE SHANNON ’64

2022 Hall of Famers 

and our

2022 Honorees
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VALET PARKING
SPECIAL EVENTS

WEDDINGS
EMPLOYEE SHUTTLE

35 E. Willow Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

973.376.4352  | countryclubservicesinc.com

First we listen to your expectations and every detail that 
is important to you. Only then do we create a customized 
plan designed specifically to meet your needs. After 
40 years, Country Club Services continues to deliver the 
finest integrated transportation and parking management 
solutions to your guests, your fans, and your employees.

JOE HUGHES ’67
Congratulations Joe Bakes 

from all of us at Country Club Services!
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Congratulations

Phil Federico ’68 

Patty, Maria, Celeste 
and Families
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Congratulations To All The Essex Catholic High School 
Hall of Fame 2020 Inductees and Honorees!

Bob Heugle ’71 • Hall of Fame 2017

EXPERIENCED COUNSEL. QUALITY REPRESENTATION.

•	 Personal	Injury
•	 Motor	Vehicle	Accidents
•	 Workplace	Accidents
•	 Eminent	Domain/Condemnation
•	 Product	Liability
•	 Residential	Real	Estate
•	 Property	Tax	Appeals
•	 Guardianships
•	 Arbitration	&	Mediation	Services
•	 Wills,	Trusts,	Estate	Planning	&	 
Administration

•	 Business	Litigation
•	 Corporate	Law
•	 Construction	Litigation
•	 Business	Owner	Disputes
•	 Commercial	Real	Estate
•	 Land	Use	&	Zoning
•	 Municipal	Law
•	 Labor	&	Employment	Law
•	 Business	Transitions	&	Buy-Sell	 
Agreements

28	Leroy	Place,	Red	Bank,	NJ	07701		•		732.219.7711		•		www.byrnesohern.com

CONGRATULATIONS	TO	OUR	PARTNER	BOB	HEUGLE	&
ALL	ECHS	HALL	OF	FAME	HONOREES!!!

Byrnes, O’Hern & Heugle, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Congratulations To All the Essex Catholic High School 
2022 Hall of Fame Inductees and Honorees!

Bob Heugle ’71 • Hall of Fame 2017
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Congratulations
2022 

Essex Catholic 
High School Foundation

Hall of Fame
Inductees

Richard Gray
Essex Catholic Faculty, 1966-1972
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

William R. Morris ’75

The best description of William R. “Billy” Morris 
’75 is by his classmate, lifelong friend and fellow 
Hall of Famer Ed Gibney: “Do you remember 
Billy ‘White Shoes’ Johnson, the longtime NFL 
wide receiver? Well, at Essex Catholic, we had 

our own Billy White Shoes, and his name was Morris. His nick-
name could just as easily have been ‘Mercury,’ because that is 

how talented and prodigious a high 
school football player he was. But 
Billy’s tremendous performances 
and successes on the gridiron were 
merely a prelude to the outstand-
ing achievements that he has been 
able to compile on his 45-plus 
life’s journey since that time, and 
the thousands of people that he 
has impacted through his teaching, 
charitable and volunteer endeavors.   

   “After graduation from Essex Catholic, Billy went on to attain 
a journalism degree from Lehigh, then a master’s in commu-
nications from Howard University, and finally, a law degree 
from the University of North Carolina. Throughout the 1990s, 
Billy practiced law, specializing in civil rights and employment 
discrimination. He then decided that he didn’t want to practice 
law anymore, moved to Mexico, then to Guatemala, doing church 
work and teaching English to indigenous people. 
   “Billy came to Bloomington, Ind. in 2005 to be with his ailing 
mother, and decided shortly thereafter to make Bloomington his 
home. In Bloomington for the past 15 years, he has accomplished 
so much and made such an impact in the community that he is 
affectionately known as “Brother William.” He is currently back 
to practicing law, representing people with workplace issues, 
teaching legal studies at Ivy Tech Community College, working 
as a DJ at WFIU where he hosts jazz program he created, The 
Soul Kitchen, on Friday afternoons and Saturday evenings, and 
practicing as a Deacon in the Episcopal Church. 
   “Billy says the foundation of all his work is teaching. How 
incredibly proud we all are to call Billy Morris one of the true 
‘Essex Men.’” 
   So who exactly is William Morris? “I would respond, a 
teacher,” he said without hesitation in a recent Limestone Post 
article on his life. “On the radio, and as a lawyer, I’m a teach-
er. The best lawyers I knew back in North Carolina had been 
teachers first. They had impressed upon me that you could 
teach your client the law. You teach the opposing side your 
client’s case. You have to teach your jury the law. You’re al-
ways teaching. And on The Soul Kitchen, I’m teaching people 
different kinds of music.”
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Congratulations!
Essex Catholic Hall of Fame
Class of 1975 Inductees

Bill Morris Ron Spagnuolo

Your Fellow Classmates and Brothers

Dave Brown Dan Buckley 

Tony De Vincentis Sal Di Cicco Tim Hogan Tommy Malanga

Sam Marchese Joe Socci

John Dennis

Dom Tibaldo

Ed Gibney

Steve Adubato

Mike SperdutoLou Milano

Kevin Banks
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Ronald J. Spagnuolo ’75

Following four years as an Eagle, playing football, 
Ron Spagnuolo ’75 took to the skies—literally. He 
attended Rutgers University-Newark and graduated 
in 1980, but during his time there, he took flying 
lessons at Morristown Airport and obtained his 

pilot’s license.  
   Soon after graduating from Rutgers, Ron joined the United 
States Air Force, where he qualified for combat, flying the Fair-
child Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II “Warthog” anti-tank attack 
plane, designed for CAS (Close Air Support). He served on active 
duty for four years. Afterwards, he joined the USAF Reserve, 
flying the Lockheed C-5 Galaxy military transport plane. He flew 

the C-5 (bottom) during the Gulf 
War into the combat/war zone de-
livering supplies. Ron served in the 
USAF Reserve for 25 years, retiring 
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
   Continental Airlines hired Ron af-
ter he left USAF active duty; he was 
based in Guam. When Continental 
merged with United Airlines, Ron 
obtained the rank of Captain, flying 
the Boeing 757 and 767 aircraft. He 

retired from United in May 2020.
   Ron remarried in 2009 and moved from New Jersey to South 
Carolina in 2018 to be near his twin grandchildren. He always 
proudly wears his Essex apparel, and supports the ECHS Founda-
tion as a regular at the annual Eagle Open and Alumni Dinner.
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CONGRATULATIONS!
2021

Hall of Fame Inductees

2021 Honorees

Steve McCabe ’64
Hall of Fame 2014

and 
Buffy McCabe

A  special shout-out to all the Century Club 
members who have made such a major impact 

on our scholarship program!
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Damon J. Saxon ’97

Damon Saxon ’97 had a stellar high school 
football career at Essex Catholic that concluded 
with being named All Essex County 1st Team 
as well as All Area 1st Team. A three-sport ath-
lete, he also played basketball and baseball for 

the Eagles.  
  Damon went on to attend NCAA Division III Kings College 
in Wilkes Barre, Pa. He concluded his King’s career in the 2000 
season, enjoying an epic senior year at tailback. Damon led the 
nation in rushing with a Division III-best 174.4 yards-per-game 
rushing average, concluding the regular season with 1,744 yards. 
At the time, the NCAA did not allow the inclusion of post-season 

statistics, but Damon rushed for an 
additional 289 yards against Ursi-
nus in the 2002 ECAC Southwest 
Regional Bowl. That performance 
brought his season yardage to 2,033, 
a number not officially recognized 
by the NCAA.
   Damon received a number of 
awards as a senior, including 2000 
All-MAC First Team, 2000 ECAC 
First Team, Don Hansen’s Football 

Gazette All-South Region First Team, Hewlett-Packard First 
Team All-American, D3Football.com First Team All-American, 
and Don Hansen’s Football Gazette First Team All-American. In 
addition, he was named the 2000 MAC Player of the Year and 
was a finalist for 2000 Melberger Award honoring the Division III 
National Player of the Year.
   After graduating from Kings College and completing his 
playing career, Damon began coaching high school football and 
working with a youth football organization now known as the 
Wilkes Barre Wolverines. He started his own company, Saxon 
Sports Academy, which teaches kids how to play the game of 
football and develop balance, speed and agility. Damon started 
this company in 2020 during the pandemic, and it has been flour-
ishing ever since. 
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CONGRATULATIONS!
2022 Hall of Famers and Honorees

Bob Hoatson ’70
Hall of Fame 2020

Mike Pignatello ’69Bill Hoatson ’68

ROAD TO RECOVERY, FOUNDED BY BOB HOATSON ’70 and HALL OF 
FAME ’20, CELEBRATES TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO SEXUAL 

ABUSE VICTIMS AND THEIR FAMILIES. ONE OF OUR INSPIRATIONS 
TO SERVE WAS BILL BATTERSHALL, A CONSUMMATE 

PROFESSIONAL TEACHER AND ATHLETIC TRAINER, NOW A HALL OF 
FAMER. BILL TRAINED US TO BE STUDENT TRAINERS AND TREATED 

US LIKE THE PROFESSIONALS HE WANTED US TO BECOME.
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

William H. Battershall

Bill Battershall, who died in 2010, began his ca-
reer as an athletic trainer at Essex Catholic High 
School—as our first athletic trainer, actually 
the only trainer for the entire school, handling 
all fall, winter and spring sports. A graduate of 

Caldwell High School, he started at Essex as a 22-year-old, 
right out of Seton Hall University, looking for a position. In 
addition to his athletic training dutues, he taught Biology and 
Driver Education, and moderated the Varsity Club.
    Harry McLaughlin ’63, Hall of Fame 1991, recalls those early 
years: “Mr. Battershall’s salary was around $50 a week. How do 
I know? My classmate Joe Biglin had a car in 1962. Mr. Batter-

shall used to give us his paychecks to go to the bank and get them 
cashed since he was at the school until 6 pm. 
   “Mr. Battershall was the one who kept us as safe as possible. He 
was a skilled diagnostician and healer, and an early proponent of 
sports medicine. He was always available for every athlete. He was 
a great believer in Essex and its tradition. Mr. Battershall eventu-
ally left Essex Catholic for a teaching position at West Essex High 
School, where he continued his chosen profession. He volunteered 
his time serving as the trainer for many all-star teams and games. 
He was inducted into the St. Peter’s University Hall of Fame in 
1991. I believe that if West Essex High School had a Hall of Fame, 
Mr. Battershall would be a member. His induction into the Essex 
Catholic Hall of Fame is well deserved and long overdue.”
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Bill Battershall in 1967 with Athletic Director and Varsi-
ty Football Moderator Br. James Taaffe.



Thank You Essex Catholic for the Memories! 

THE MULLIN FAMILY
Jim, Class of 1973 (B.A. Columbia, M.B.A. Rutgers), Hall of Fame 2013

Wife, Linda (B.A. Douglass, M.A. William Paterson)
Daughters, Jessica (B.A. Columbia); Christen (B.A., M.A. St. Joseph’s)

Sisters
Pat, EOCHS Class of 1969, Brigadoon (B.A. St. Elizabeth’s)

Andrea, EOCHS Class of 1977, Essex Cheerleader (B.S. Montclair State)
Liz, EOCHS Class of 1978, Essex Cheerleader (B.A. Centenary, Magna Cum Laude)

In Memoriam
Parents

Jim and Anastasia (Nettie)
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

1972 Varsity Wrestling

From the 1972 Talon yearbook: The Essex grapplers, 
established as a power years ago, continued to roll 
this year. The Eagles smashed through their toughest 
schedule ever and came out with a 10-1 record, the 
best record in their history. Four opponents were kept 

under 10 points, and the combined points scoring totals were 297-
147. The victory over Millburn, made possible by 12 outstanding 
performances, proved to be the highlight of the dual meet season.  
   In district and regional competition, our wrestlers confirmed 
without a doubt their number one ranking in Region 2. In the 
District 7 tournament, Essex crushed its closest competitor, 

Belleville, 95-71. 
   Co-captains Gary Thunell ( 11-0 ) and Al Di Mayo ( 9-1-1 ) 
displayed both poise and skill in capturing regional crowns. Bill 
Martin’s aggressiveness was apparent in his registering 13 pins 
throughout the season; he posted 10-1 dual mark. Seniors Matt 
Lopreiato, Mike LaTorre and Mike Keller scored points in key 
bouts, enabling Essex to be victorious. 
    Juniors Biaggio Uricoli and Ken Villano should provide 
enough foundation for coach D’Alessandro to build another su-
perior team in 1973. Congratulations to all involved in helping to 
make Essex the successful wrestling team that it is.
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Kneeling, l-r: Matt Lopreiato ’72, Alex DiMeo ’72 (Co-Captain), Gary Thunell ’72 (Co-Captain), Mike LaTorre ’72 
(dec.). Standing, l-r: Mike Keller ’72, Kevin Van Riper’73, Kevin Kearns ’74 (dec.), Ken Villano ’73, Billy Martin ’72, 
Jim Mullin ’73, Biaggio Uricoli ’73, Charlie Reiner ’73.



Thank You, 
Essex Catholic

  
Joe Bakes ’67

Kathy Vreeland Bakes
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2022 ESSEX CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Honorees
Many successful journalists found their calling with The Eagle, 
Essex Catholic’s school newspaper, printed on-premises in our 
print shop. Over the years, publications like The Star Ledger (Joe 
Bakes ’67) and The Wall Street Journal (Jim White ’67), trade 
journals like Railway Age (Bill Vantuono ’77), and numerous 
other newspapers and magazines have had Essex alumni on their 
staffs. Journalism is a tough field, especially today, with so much 
misinformation and noise drowning out legitimate voices. This 
year, the ECHS Foundation honors those Essex men who have 
made journalism—“literature in a hurry”—their career.

Essex Catholic Alumni Journalists
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The Eagle editors, with 
moderator John King, 1967.



Congratulations 

Bob Dent ’62 

and 

Bill Battershall 

 

Pat & Joe O’Dowd ’63 (HOF ’82) 
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The Power of Words
Congratulations, 2022 Hall of Fame Inductees 

and Journalism “Real News” Honorees

William C. Vantuono ’77
     Editor-In-Chief   •   Hall of Fame 2019

“The truth is hard. The truth is hidden. The truth must be pursued. The truth is hard to hear. The truth is rarely simple. 
The truth isn’t so obvious. The truth is necessary. The truth can’t be glossed over. The truth has no agenda. The truth can’t 
be manufactured. The truth doesn’t take sides. The truth isn’t red or blue. The truth is hard to accept. The truth pulls no 
punches. The truth is powerful. The truth is under attack. The truth is worth defending. The truth requires taking a stand. 
The truth is more important now than ever.” – The New York Times, March 26, 2017

W W W. R A I LWAYA G E . C O M

AILWAY    GE
S E R V I N G  T H E  R A I L W A Y  I N D U S T R Y  S I N C E  1 8 5 6
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THE POWER  
TO GIVE.

Corporate trail blazer. Community ground breaker. Leading donor.
A life well planned can offer each of us – any of us – 

The causes that inspire you are as unique as the life you lead. We all live and give differently, but the support of the right 
financial partner has the power to multiply generosity. It’s our privilege to help people make an impact – and to make our own. 

© 2020 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. Raymond James is not affiliated with the organization mentioned. 
20-BDMKT-4162 BS 3/20

Bristol Private Wealth Management of Raymond James
Congratulates Joseph Bakes and all the ECHS Honorees and Hall of Fame Inductees for 2022

Richard A. Fontana, CFP®
Senior Vice President Investments
Marcus B. Tomaino, Financial Advisor
350 Main Street, Suite 4
Bedminster, NJ 07921
T 908.470.4203 // rick.fontana@raymondjames.com
bristolprivatewealthmanagement.com
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Congratulations!
2022 Hall of Fame Inductees and Honorees 

Robert M. Hoatson, Ph.D. ’70               William R. Hoatson, Esq. ’68
             Hall of Fame 2020

In Memoriam: James C. Hoatson ’67
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Congratulations!
2022 Essex Catholic 

Hall of Fame Inductees
and Honorees

Sebastian Palmeri ’66 
Hall of Fame 2016
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Congratulations!
Essex Catholic High School 

2022 Hall of Famers

and Honorees

Greg Stewart
                                    Class of ’71
                                    Hall of Fame ’21

NexGen Management  

A  special shout-out to all the Century Club members who 
have made such a major impact on our scholarship program!
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2023 Eagle Open

May 8, 2023
Galloping Hill Country Club, Kenilworth, N.J.

All Proceeds to Benefit the Essex Catholic High 
School Foundation Scholarship Program
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More than 100 Essex Catholic alumni golfers, family and friends took to the beautiful and challenging Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth, N.J., on May 9, 2022, for a day of fellowship and fundraising. The Founda-
tion raised nearly $10,000 for scholarships, $7,500 of which was earmarked for Montclair Immaculate Concep-
tion High School students who transferred from Cristo Rey Newark when the Archdiocese of Newark shut that 
school down in 2020. Many thanks to our sponsors! Save May 8 as the date for the 2023 Eagle Open! 

2022 Eagle Open

47



To all the 2022 Hall of Fame inductees, especially my 
Eagles teammate Bill Morris, and to the guys from the 
Class of ’75: I’ve spent much of my life in the air, but 

Essex Catholic helped keep me grounded in the things 
that matter. Let’s keep soaring like Eagles!

Ron Spagnuolo ’75

Thanks Mom!
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Jack Decker ’71
addresses 

the ball:
“Hello, ball!”
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2022 Eagle Open
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2022 Eagle Open
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CONGRATULATIONS!
  

Rich Angowski ’65 • Hall of Fame 2015

Tom Boutsikaris
Kevin Cawley

Al Cifelli 
Lou Constantinople

Tom Fuchs
Walter Krause

Joe La Sala 

Jim LePore
Joe Mastracchio

Greg Ryan
Dennis Sasso
John Suminski

Barry Washington
Michael Witsch

Class of ’65 Hall of Fame Members

2022 Eagle Open
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Congratulations! 

BILL CONNOLLY
Class of 1986

Thank You!

Al Matos ’76 and Family
Hall of Fame 2017
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Congratulations
Best Wishes 

Bob Dent 
Essex Catholic High School Hall of Fame

Joe Deehan, Class of ’62 

Congratulations to Mr. Battershall (Bill), Coach “D,” 
the ’72 Wrestlers and 2022 Hall of Fame Inductees, 

from Dr. Phil Nufrio ’69, Hall of Fame 2018, and 
Professor Emeritus of Public Policy and Administration, 

The Metropolitan College of New York.

Bill Battershall Phil Nufrio
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Blue Wave Counseling and Psychotherapy

Sean Butler LCSW-C ’77
bluewavecounselingpsychotherapy.com

(757) 891-5871
sbutlerlcsw@gmail.com

4098 Main St. #9
Chincoteague, VA 23336

1519 Market Street
Pocomoke City, Maryland 21851

Congratulations!

Go Eagles!
Walter Camuso ’69

The Talon, 1968-69
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Congratulations To All The Essex Catholic High School 
Hall of Fame 2020 Inductees and Honorees!

Bob Heugle ’71 • Hall of Fame 2017

Your One Stop Shop for Sports 
Promotional Print, Direct Mail and Mail 

Marketing Services
Whether you’re in need of a clutch Home Run 

in the bottom of the 9th,
 a buzzer Beater with 2 seconds on the clock, 

a Hail Mary Touchdown with no time outs, 
or the winning goal in sudden death, 

Your One Stop Shop for Sports 
Promotional Print, Direct Mail and Mail 

Marketing Services

Countrywide Printing Company
National Sales & Estimating:

PH: 973-364-1625
E-Mail: Quotes@THECPCGROUP.COM

Countrywide Printing Company
National Sales & Estimating:

PH: 973-364-1625
E-Mail: Quotes@THECPCGROUP.COM

Plant Locations
California, Colorado, Ohio, Michigan, New York, Missouri, Massachusetts, Indiana, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin

Plant Locations
California, Colorado, Ohio, Michigan, New York, Missouri, Massachusetts, Indiana, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin

Whether you’re in need of a clutch Home Run 
in the bottom of the 9th,

 a buzzer Beater with 2 seconds on the clock, 
a Hail Mary Touchdown with no time outs, 

or the winning goal in sudden death, 

we are your #1Source For All Your 
Print Needs

As A Matter of Fact, Our Product 

we are your #1Source For All Your 
Print Needs

As A Matter of Fact, Our Product 
is in your hands right now!is in your hands right now!

As A Matter of Fact, Our Product 
is in your hands right now!is in your hands right now!

Congratulations to all
this years Hall of Fame Inductees

and to the Class Of 1976’s
40th Anniversary

On  behalf of Stephen and Paulette Zirpoli
and the PSZ Believe Foundation fighting ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease)

& helping families terminal illness without cures.

BelieveWithPaulette.com

Congratulations to this year’s
Hall of Fame inductees!

Steve Zirpoli ’76 • Hall of Fame 2017

On behalf of Stephen & (the late) Paulette Zirpoli, and our Foundation fighting ALS 
(Lou Gehrig’s Disease), help us as we help other families in Essex County.

PSZbelieveFoundation.org
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CONGRATULATIONS!
2022 Hall of Fame Inductees

2022 Honorees

DRH Wealth
Management
of Florham Park Wealth Advisors

Dennis Hall ’86Investment products and services are 
offered through Wells Fargo Advisors 
Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member 
SIPC. DRH Wealth Management is a 
separate entity from WFAFN.



Congratulations 
to 

Bill Morris and Ron Spagnuolo 
on their induction into the 

2022 Hall of Fame!

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 

the world through him might be saved.”
John 3:16-17

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that 

he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”
I Corinthians 15:3-4

To Bill, Ron and all the Inductees, their families and 
friends, you are in my thoughts and prayers tonight.

With love,

Russ Whitley, Class of 1976


